Musculoskeletal injury associated with fluoroquinolone antibiotics.
With the expanded use of fluoroquinolones and increasing number of reports of tendon injury linked to these agents, clinicians must be aware of the frequency and strength of this association. In the past, pefloxacin and ciprofloxacin were most frequently implicated, but tendon injury is reported with most fluoroquinolones. As many as half of patients with fluoroquinolone-associated tendinopathy experience tendon rupture, and almost one third have received long-term corticosteroids. Tendon injury is mostly reported in the lower extremities, but injury in the upper extremities, including the hand, has also been reported. Management is similar regardless of the location of the injury. Use of fluoroquinolones requires careful patient assessment and follow-up in view of this complication with potential for sequelae.